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T is very natural to moft 
Men, and efpecially to us 
Authors, who cannot. but 
think ourfelves confidera- 
ble, becaufe we have ap- 
pear'd in Print, to love to 





ientertain the World with the’ feyeral 
Atidents that have happened to them. 
this prevalent Inclination generally gathers 
length as we advance in Years: for then 
itFaculry of Story-telling, not only be- 
omesalmoft univerfal, but when we con- 
ier the Wifdom and Experience, which 
te have acquired, by the various Scenes of 
fein which we have been engaged; what 
tiwe think fo fic to entertain the World 
mh, as our own ‘Tranfaétions ? 


TO my fhame be it fpoken, I muft con- 
Ks for one, that I find myfelf very much 
Wilefed with the Spirit both of an Old 
a1 and an Author. It is my cuftom to 
a conftant Reader of my own Lucubra- 
‘ons, as foon as ever the Printer brings my 
‘er tome; not only to fee if no Miftakes 
or Clunders have flipp’d into it, but alfo to 
Wlerve how it relifhes at fecond hand. I 
hi Morning refolved to amufe mytelf with 
leading them all over together, but was not 
tIttte confounded to ind how great a Place 
Mytelf had taken up in em; and therefore 





[ Price T'wo-Pence. } 


' be talking of themfelves, : | 


- vee nn mr RS . . 


omen ond 


think myfelf obliged to make my Rea 
this publick Acknowledgement of the: ' 


fence, and beg their Pardon - having 
made myfelf fo much the Hero of my 
Works. : 


AFTER having juf conffied.e Fail, 


jt may not. look altogether Re 5p rl 
immediately into the Repetition of its & 


as I broke off in a former Paper. in. 
thiddle of a Story, I mutt beg laneg 

nifh it: efpecially as. it is not > maak. 
my own Reputation, as to do jut 
uncommon Generofity and Public. fgisi 
nefs of the Gentlemen concerned im, ° 









I left myfelf there under no ligths fas- 
prize at my finding every thing im my past- 
ment fo cxattly in the, very famie o gs 
it ufed to be, whilft I formerly 3 
it; which was foon remoyed by. thyge 
ing Narration. : wees 

Mr. Bickerstaff, fays the Gentleman 
whom I before celebrated for his Factley-of 
Speaking, you will not wonder at the find- 
ing your Family and your Lodgings fe well 


prepared for your Reception; when I in-- 


form you, that tho’ it is our Cuftom to con- 

cern ourfelves with nothing but the 

ceafed Perfons themfelves, yet i you 

we unanimoufly refolved to extend our Care 
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eo every thing which you left behind you. 
I have not forgot the Hint you lately gave 
me, and therefore fhall not enter into any 
thing that relates to your own Deceale. 
“The Ceremony was no fooner over, but I 
defired our Mafter here to fummon a gene- 
ral Meeting of our whole Fraternity. This 
was no fooner done, but I opened ro them 
the occafion of the Meeting; and after hav- 
ing done juftice to your Honour’s Merit in 
the beft manner I was able, and given them 
feveral very convincing Reafons, why it 
was very improbable that you would re- 
main long in the State of Nonexiftence ; I 


propofed to them, that, in confideration of » 


your many eminent Services to the Publick, 
and of the certain and fpeedy Profpeét we 
had of your Refufcitation, I thought that 
it would be an Action not at all improper, 
and which would very much redound to the 
Honour of the Company, if they would 
take your Houfe and Family into their Care 
and Protection, that you might find your 
Books, your Servants, and every thing elfe 
which belonged to you, ready for your im- 
mediate Ufe at your Return. 


THIS Propofal was no fooner made, 
than unanimoufly agreed to; and we dif- 
tched an Agent to your Landlord direét- 
y, to let him know that our Company 
would be his Paymafters for the Rent of 
your Apartment. I myfelf at the fame 
time went to your Man and Maid, and 
eed with them for Board-Wages for 
themfelves, and your Cat; with ftriét Or- 
ders to take care of all your Rooms, and 
particularly your Study, and not to’ fuffer 
the minuteft thing to be removed out. of its 
lace, till your Return ; which I hope they 
~— taken care punttually to perform. [ 
muft confefs, adds he, that we have been 
fomething uneafy at the Length of your 
Worfhip’s Nap, which I am forry I can’t 
help taking notice of : But however, fays he, 
we have fteadily and pertinacioufly per- 
fifted in our Defign, without having requi- 
yed any thing further of your Servants, 
than the Care of your Houfe; except that 
now and then, when we have been in a very 
a hurry of Bufinefs, we may have de- 
ired them to perform the Ceremony of 
Mutes, (for which they feem both admi- 





rably weil qualified :) And w 

have taken this liberty with tcp Fin 
(which we humbly hope your Honour wih 
excufe) had we not perceived that von 


Worthip feemed to be in , 
no great 
want them. Bead... 


HE here ended; and I re ! 
Matter, and himfelf, and the ~y 2 « 
Company my hearty Thanks for their a 
uncommon and generous Regard to me. ; 
the handfomeft manner I was able. * 


AS foon as I had done this, h 

me, with the urmoft refpeét, that rae 
fhould look upon me no more as their Pa. 
tient, but fubmir themfelves abfolutely to 
me, as their Governor and Director, as for. 
merly. In purfuance whereof, he told me 
that he. had orders to lay before me an Ac- 
count of their Tranfactions; with-all the _ 
walking dead Perfons they had taken into 
their Cuftody during my Abfence, when- 
ever I would pleafe to receive it. I thank 
ed him for’their Defign, but told him, 
that, to confefs rhe Truth, I had no great 
ftomach to reflect upon what was paft ; but 
that, for the future, I would have them 
bring me every Monday Morning, a Billof 
the Mortality among the Living, with an 
account of the feveral Diftempers or Ca- 
fualties which brought the .refpedtive Per 
fons into their hands, after the natures 
the Weekly-Bills, which were publifhedby 
the Clerks of the feveral Parifhes belongi 
to this Town. ins 


THEY then took their leave of me, 
and affured me my Orders fhould be pune 
tually obey’d; and that, as their Province 
extended over the whole Kingdom, they 
would confult with their Brethren how to 
digeft their Journal into a proper Method 
for my perufal. 


I think it not improper to acquaint the 
World with this ftep which I have taken, 
that all Perfons who are in danger of being 
concerned in it, may be upon their guard; 
and take care to rouze themi(elves up, tht 
they may not have their Names put in priat, 
and be made publick Examples of. 
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